BALTIMORE CITY CODE - GARBAGE
ARTICLE 23

SANITATION

SUBTITLE 2

GARBAGE AND MIXED REFUSE

§ 2-1. Definitions.

(a) Garbage.

The term “garbage”, as used in this article, shall be held to include every accumulation of animal, fruit, or vegetable food waste generated by or resulting from the decay, deterioration, storage, preparation, or handling of animal and vegetable matter in any place or at any point where food is prepared or served for human consumption, including all kitchen and dining refuse produced by households, hotels, restaurants, lunch rooms, clubs, hospitals, or any other source whatsoever existing in Baltimore City.

(b) Mixed refuse.

The term “mixed refuse” shall be held to include garbage as herein defined, mingled with any 1 or more of the following: paper, paste-board, rags, mattresses, furniture, clothing, shoes, rubbers, leather, carpets, broken glass, crockery, betties, straw, excelsior, metal, packing boxes, and barrels, broken parts thereof, tin cans, Christmas trees, leaves, and grass cuttings. 

(City Code, 1927, art. 44, §11; 1950, art. 31, §6(a), (b); 1966, art. 23, §6(a), (b); 1976/83, art. 23, §6(a), (b).) (Ord. 19-564; Ord. 49-955.)

§ 2-2. Receptacles.

(a) Receptacles required.

Occupants of dwelling houses, proprietors of boarding houses, hotels, restaurants, and other places where garbage or mixed refuse is accumulated, and owners, agents, and occupants of apartment or tenement houses:

(1) shall provide for the use of such premises a sufficient number of receptacles to contain all garbage or mixed refuse which may accumulate on said premises during the usual interval between the collections of garbage or mixed refuse therefrom; and

(2) shall keep such receptacles at all time in good repair.

(b) Container specifications.

Each receptacle shall comply with the requirements specified in the Property Maintenance Code.

(City Code, 1950, art. 31, §3; 1966, art. 23, §3; 1976/83, art. 23, §3.) (Ord. 49-955; Ord. 02-475.)

§ 2-3. Handling.

(a) Placement in receptacles.

Occupants of any dwelling house, apartment, or tenement house, and each proprietor of any boarding house, hotel, restaurant, and other place where garbage or mixed refuse is accumulated shall cause all such garbage or mixed refuse from such premises to be put into the receptacle or receptacles provided for that purpose, as required by § 2-2.

(b) Covering and placement.

Each person aforesaid:

(1) shall cause each such receptacle to be kept covered continually, except when it is being filled or emptied; and

(2) shall cause each such receptacle to be placed:

(i) in such position as to be easily accessible to the collector; or

(ii) in such manner and at such time or times as may be designated by the Director of Public Works.

(c) Garbage, etc., to be kept dry.

All garbage and mixed refuse shall, at all times, be kept as free from dishwater and as dry as practicable.

(City Code, 1879, art. 23, §92; 1893, art. 48, §189; 1927, art. 44, §8; 1950, art. 31, §4: 1966, art. 23, §4; 1976/83, art. 23, §4.) (Ord. 16-138; Ord. 19-564; Ord. 49-955; Ord. 76-144.)

SUBTITLE 4

RECEPTACLES ON COLLECTION DAYS

§ 4-1. General prohibition.

Except as specifically provided in this subtitle, no person may have, keep, or maintain on any street, lane, alley, sidewalk, or other public place in the City, any box, bin, barrel, or other receptacle for the reception of garbage, ashes, litter, or rubbish of any sort.

(City Code, 1950, art. 31, §8(1st sen.)(1st cl.); 1966, art. 23, §8(1st sen.)(1st cl.); 1976/83, art. 23, §8(a).) (Ord. 48-473; Ord. 99-548.)

§ 4-2. Placement on sidewalk for collection.

(a) In general.

To facilitate the removal of garbage, ashes, litter, or rubbish on regularly scheduled collection days, the occupant of any premises may:

(1) place suitable receptacles containing garbage, etc., on the sidewalk:

(i) in the rear of the premises; or

(ii) if the rear is not accessible to the collection vehicle, in front or on the side of the premises; and

(2) allow the receptacles to remain until the garbage, etc., has been collected.

(b) Limitation.

No receptacle, however, whether filled or empty, may be placed or permitted to remain on any sidewalk for any period longer than necessary under the circumstances at any particular property.

(City Code, 1950, art. 31, §8(1st sen.)(2nd cl.); 1966, art. 23, §8(1st sen.)(2nd cl.); 1976/83, art. 23, §8(b).) (Ord. 48-473; Ord. 99-548.)
FINES

(4) Article 23. Sanitation

§ 2-2. Garbage and mixed refuse; receptacles $ 60

§ 2-3. Garbage and mixed refuse; handling $ 60

§ 4-1 or § 4-2. Receptacles on collection days $ 60
BUILDING, FIRE, AND RELATED CODES – PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE

CHAPTER 3

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

§ 304. Exterior Sanitary Maintenance – General.

304.1 General. All lots and exterior premises, including abutting sidewalks, gutters, and alleys, must be maintained in a clean, safe, and sanitary condition.

§ 305. Exterior Sanitary Maintenance – Trash, Garbage, and Debris.

305.1 Accumulation prohibited. All premises, including abutting sidewalks, gutters, and alleys, as well as the interior of every structure, must be kept free of any accumulation of trash, garbage, and debris, including any animal waste, construction material, equipment, furniture, appliances, and similar objects and materials.

305.2 Bulk trash. If discarded or abandoned articles are too large to be disposed of in required receptacles, they must be conveyed to an appropriate landfill or other approved disposal site.

305.3 No deposit on sidewalks, etc. No trash, garbage, or debris may be deposited on any sidewalk, alley, or street or on any public or private lot.

305.4 Storage receptacles – Required. Trash, garbage, or debris may not be stored or placed out for collection except in proper storage receptacles. A sufficient number of these storage receptacles must be provided, in a location accessible to occupants, to receive and store trash, garbage, and debris from individual units between days of collection.

305.5 Storage receptacles – Location. If, in the opinion of the Code Official, the exterior maintenance of storage receptacles is causing nuisance or blight, the Code Official may require that, between days of collection, the receptacles be stored:

a. inside the building they serve , or 

b. in the discretion of the Code Official, within a contiguous structure.

305.6 Storage receptacles – Construction and maintenance. Each storage receptacle must be:

a. made of metal or some other durable material approved by the Code Official,

b. watertight, with tight-fitting covers and handles,

c. maintained in good repair,

d. kept tightly closed to prevent blight, nuisance, pest infestation, and dispersal of trash,

garbage, or debris, and 

e. have a capacity of:

1. not less than 3 gallons, and

2. not more than:

(i) 10 gallons, if used for garbage only, or

(ii) 20 gallons, if used for mixed refuse, as defined in City Code Article 23, § 2-1.

305.7 Placement for collection. Storage receptacles:

a. may not be placed out for collection on a sidewalk or along an alley earlier than the day of collection, and 

b. must be returned promptly to the premises after collection.

305.8 Owner transport. At any multi-unit building for which the City does not provide collection services, the owner and operator must collect and transport the building’s trash, garbage, and debris to an appropriate landfill or other approved disposal site.

(Ord. 02-475.)

§ 306. Interior Sanitary Maintenance.

306.1 General. The interior of each unit and the shared, common, or public areas within each building that contains more than one unit must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition.

306.2 Floor, furniture, etc., surfaces. Floors, furniture, countertops, and similar surfaces must be clean and free of trash, garbage, and debris, including human and animal waste and any other insanitary matter or cause of nuisance.

306.3 Walls, ceilings, and openings. Walls, ceilings, windows, and doorways must be clean and free of dirt, grease, soot, and any other insanitary matter or cause of nuisance.

306.4 Trash, etc., receptacles. Each unit must have a sufficient number of interior receptacles to contain that unit’s trash, garbage, and debris.

306.5 Plumbing fixtures. Plumbing fixtures must be kept clean and free from any foreign object or material that could obstruct a fixture or a line connected to a fixture.

306.6 {Reserved}

306.7 Pest control. The interior of every building must be kept free of infestation by insects, rodents, and other pests.

§ 307. Occupants’ Sanitary Responsibilities.

307.1 General. An occupant must keep in a clean and sanitary condition the occupant’s unit and any other part of the premises that the occupant occupies or controls.

307.2 Exteriors. An occupant of a single-unit building and an occupant of a unit with exclusive use of an exterior property area must maintain the exterior areas, including abutting sidewalks, gutters, and alleys, in compliance with §§ 304 and 305 of this Chapter.

307.3 Interiors. Except as otherwise specified in § 307.5, an occupant must maintain the interior of the occupant’s unit and any other part of the building that the occupant occupies or controls in compliance with § 306 of this Chapter.

307.4 Pest control – Single-unit building. An occupant of a single-unit building is responsible for extermination of insects, rodents, or other pests, other than wood-destroying insects.

307.5 Pest control – Multi-unit building. An occupant of a multi-unit building is responsible for extermination if the occupant’s unit is the only one affected.

307.6 Trash disposal. An occupant may dispose of trash, garbage, and debris only in compliance with § 305 of this Chapter.

307.7 Trash receptacles for single-unit building. An occupant of a single-unit building must provide and maintain the storage receptacles required by § 305 of this Chapter.

307.8 Nuisances. An occupant may not create or maintain, in or on the property that the occupant occupies and controls, any condition that constitutes a nuisance.
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